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Dear Family of God, 

  
Lent is a time for reflection and growing in faith.  We are certainly in a whole new meaning of that today 
with the COVID19.  The Minnesota Department of Health on Friday issued recommendations for the 

public’s help in getting ahead of this virus in Minnesota.  Later on Friday Archbishop Hebda gave 
permission to each pastor to make a determination about holding weekend Masses.  The specifics from the 

state requests faith based organizations to refrain from holding any gathering of 250 or more people. If less 
than that number,  people should stay at least 6 feet away from each other.   Instead, it is their 

recommendation that churches offer audio or video services.  This is such a fluid situation.  Just days 
before this, the Archdiocese granted dispensation to all Catholics in the area from the obligation to attend 

Mass on weekends.  
  

I have reluctantly made the decision to cancel weekend Masses effective immediately until further 

notice.  (No masses, today March 14 or tomorrow, March 15)    

  
I do not want to expose people in our parish who are vulnerable by holding Masses on the weekend.  In 

checking with medical people in the parish, in consultation with the Archdiocese and in reviewing what 
the Department of Health have said, Daily Mass will be held in the larger church itself. (Monday-

Thursday at 11am, and Friday morning at 6:30am).  Out of a deep concern and respect for everyone’s 
safety, and especially our most vulnerable members, we need to do everything we reasonably can to 
prevent infection and transmission of disease within ourselves and our neighbors.  

  
I am disappointed by this decision as I truly believe that gathering at the Lord’s Table is what we are 

called to do, for the Eucharist is the source and summit of who we are as Catholics.  The church building 
will continue to be open normal business hours (8:30-4:30 Monday-Friday) for individual prayer 

opportunities and the priests will remain available in times of need.  One of the baffling things about this 
particular virus is that we can be carriers without knowing we have been exposed and have contracted the 
virus.  Thus, we spread it to people who we would never dream of putting in harm's way.  We all need to 

consider the potential repercussions of our actions for the foreseeable future.  As a community of faith, 
grounded in the Gospel message of love for all people, we can come together this Lenten season in prayer 

and charity by making wise decisions.   
  

Please do not distance yourself from contact with family, friends and other church members.  We 
desperately need one another.  In this time of uncertainty, we desperately need one another.  Call, text, 
send video chats, connect on every social media you can find.  However, do keep yourself a safe distance 

from others so you can stay healthy.   

  

I pray that this difficult time, however brief it may be, will be a time of great spiritual growth.  Clearly, we 
need God evermore present in our lives.  Science and medicine have not yet found a way to deal with this 

virus.  God can provide great strength if we but come to Him.  We can and should seek to contribute to 
the common good as best we can by doing all we can to help mitigate the effects of this virus.  We need to 
support our faith community and the community in which we live.  

  

http://www.sjtw.net/


Some churches will close while others remain open.  You may feel the need to attend somewhere else this 
weekend or in the future.  I would ask that you prayerfully reconsider such a decision.  Everyone is 

struggling with how to cope and what they personally can do in the face of this challenge.  We can and 
need to unite with fellow worshippers and believers to give one another strength.  

  
 

At St. Joseph’s we will continue to communicate with you throughout the week, including updating the 
status of masses and programs.  All parish-wide events have been cancelled or postponed.  Please continue 
to check the website for updates in the coming days.  We are working on live streaming masses and will 

update you when that is available.  
  

It seems counter-intuitive that at a time when we most need the strength of community, 
that the community is asked to not come together.  It has never happened in our lifetime that our faith 

community and our society has faced such a threat as this pandemic, but we have been here before and 
will be here in the future as long as we remain united in faith, love and action.  We can learn and grow 
from all challenges.  Perhaps this struggle will serve to encourage each person to remain active and 

connected to one another in new ways.  As faithfully as God led His people through the desert, God will 
lead us through this Lenten desert.  

  
Be assured that you and your family remain in Fr. Don’s and my personal prayer every day.  Please pray 

for us, our parish, our church and those who are now or will become ill.  We are extremely grateful for 
doctors and nurses, for home and institutional health care workers, for emergency care people, for police, 
fire fighters, letter carriers, store attendants, and so many people who remain at their jobs delivering 

services and goods to the rest of us.  May God bless them all, keep them safe, and may we always 
remember their sacrifices.  May the Good Lord bless and keep you.  May His love shine ever brighter in 

your life.  May you know you are always kept lovingly in the palm of God’s hand. 
In Christ’s love,   

 

 

Fr. Mike Sullivan 

Your brother in Christ  


