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May 27, 2020 
Dear Members of St. Joseph the Worker, 
 
There has been a great deal of change this past week concerning the opening of Churches to public worship.  Initially the 
Governor announced that churches could open but restricted attendance to 10. There was a rapid response to that from 
the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota as well as other denominations indicating that if the number allowed was not going to 
be increased that they would allow churches to open in defiance of the executive order.  On May 23, after meeting with 
Bishops and other denomination leaders, the Governor announced that churches are now permitted to open their doors 
for worship with the number attending to be kept at 25% of seating capacity.  At the same time, Archbishop Hebda was 
clear in saying that no church would be forced to open or expected to do so if they could not follow immediately all the 
necessary restrictions as determined by the CDC and the MN Public Health Department.  Each parish must make their 
own decision based on what parish leadership determines to be in the best interests of everyone concerned, according to 
the Archbishop, and no parish has to open up until they are ready and feel it is safe to do so. 
 
Let me tell you, I have mixed emotions when it comes to all of this.  First, I miss all of you greatly.   I want to see your 
faces, greet you, tell you I love you, and hug you and your kids.   At the same time I want to see, greet, hug all of the 
people who are my age and older.   The challenge is trying to figure out a way that we can do both safely.  While the 
Governor and the Archbishop have said we are allowed to open, we just cannot at this time. 
 
We will not open for Sunday Mass until we determine it is safer to do so.  Our decision is based on: a) Respect and care 
for everyone’s well-being, which is our first priority.  We do not want to take the chance of accidently spreading the virus, 
which is just so much more possible with larger numbers of people gathered; and b) We want to honor the cautions of 
the CDC, our own MN Dept. of Health and of our Governor.   Delaying our opening will also give our staff and parish 
leadership more time to make sure we have proper protocols in place and badly needed supplies in stock. 
 
We understand that this will prolong our returning to public Sunday Mass and continue for most people the “fast” from 
the reception of Holy Communion, but we believe our decision is in the best interests of the common good of all in our 
community at this time.  This pandemic will continue on for the foreseeable future and we want everyone to be safe.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding and patience 
 
We have been planning on outdoor Masses (in your car) on Sunday, June 7 at 8:30 and 10:30 AM.  God may have other 
plans and we might have rain again, but at least that is our plan at this point.  In addition, I would like to allow some 
smaller groups for indoor daily Mass soon, but I feel we have to provide as much safety as we can for all who come 
through the doors.  Live-streaming of weekday Masses will continue, as will the availability of our own recorded Sunday 
Mass, even after we eventually open up the Sunday Mass for public worship. 
 
Again, I miss you and look forward to the day that we can gather safely again.  Please stay well and stay safe.  Know that 
all updates will be posted on our web site.  Before I forget, if you are not receiving our e-Newsletter by email, there is a 
good chance that we do not have an email address for you.  If this is the case, please send your email address to staff 
member, Monica Liebl, so that we can update our records.  MonicaL@sjtw.net or by phone at (763) 425-9801 X156. 
 
Love to you all, 
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