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  Grand  

  Knight’s  

  Report 

Good day brothers,  I hope you had a great sum-
mer and you're switching gears into Fall.  The 
council is gearing back up for in person events 
such as meetings and fundraising Pancake break-
fasts.  We have several events coming up that will 
need our members to help in person including 
Wednesday night grilling at the ball fields.   If 
you're able to help a night, please come to the 
parking lot (a signup genius was created and sent 
out last week for each week). Other upcoming 
events are the Sept 12th outdoor mass, and our 
first Pancake breakfast on October 3rd.  If you're 
not able to help for whatever reason, I do ask that 
you pray for other Knights, the community, and 
our planet.  With Hurricane Ida, the situation in 
Afghanistan, Covid variants, and back to school for 
our youth, there are a lot things to pray for safety 
and stabilization of our community, country, and 
the planet.    Know I pray for all of you every 
night.  

 

Vivat Jesus!! 

Andy Fischer, Grand Knight 

The September membership meeting will be streamed on Zoom 
at 7:00pm on September 14th in addition to the meeting up at 
St. Joe’s. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85855838348?
pwd=ZFdLcjNyVGdZTEJPVTljZ1djZTMrQT09 

Meeting ID: 858 5583 8348 

PASTOR’S   CORNER 

Rev. Mike Sullivan 

Brothers, 

Recently a very good friend of mine 

died unexpectedly.  Fr. Tim Nolan and I have been in 

the same priests support group for 18 years.  We have 

shared a lot of things about our lives.  We have sup-

ported one another when death has struck our own 

families.  It has reminded me that once again none of 

us are masters of our own lives.  I have been thinking 

about my life, future retirement (not too soon), where 

I want to live, how much money do I have to live on in 

retirement and other things along this same line of 

thinking.  But it also reminded me, along with the 

death of my older brother, that I need to make a con-

certed effort to talk to my family and loved ones 

often.  I have pulled out my plans for my funeral, my 

living will, durable power of attorney, and the other 

essential items for when I die.  Are they up to 

date?  What do I need to do to prepare?  I have a lot 

of “stuff” in the house that I do not use.  Some I have 

even forgotten that I have.  Maybe it is time to do 

some house cleaning of things I no longer need and 

will not be able to take with me anyway.  Death can be 

a powerful reminder.  

Rev. Mike Sullivan 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85855838348%3Fpwd%3DZFdLcjNyVGdZTEJPVTljZ1djZTMrQT09&data=04%7C01%7CDan.Falstad%40KOFC.ORG%7C5b9340c216274159cfde08d8c0d416d0%7C8a4b69f88bb74be59eda6c40a157248c%7C0%7C0%7C
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85855838348%3Fpwd%3DZFdLcjNyVGdZTEJPVTljZ1djZTMrQT09&data=04%7C01%7CDan.Falstad%40KOFC.ORG%7C5b9340c216274159cfde08d8c0d416d0%7C8a4b69f88bb74be59eda6c40a157248c%7C0%7C0%7C


Andy Fischer    Grand Knight    612 418-7417 

John Jordan       Deputy GK       763 557-6997 

David Miller      Financial Sec.   515 883-0316 

Mike Johnson     Chancellor      763 498-2536 

Aaron Manse      Treasurer        612 202-0608 

Don Berg               Warden         763 360-6099 

John Ruffing       Inside Guard   763 464-3240 

Brent Miller     Outside Guard   612 360-9735 

Kevin Gaffney        Recorder      763 257-2506 

Bob Fischer            Advocate     763 516-1024 

Fr. Mike Sullivan    Chaplain      763 425-6505 

Franklin Vaca         Trustee 3      225 281-7876 

John Yaeger           Trustee 2      763 420-5942 

Brodie Pederson   Trustee 1      612 272-5541 

  

 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 

September 

   1,8      Brat and Burger sales at the church fields 

    12       Outdoor Mass and Picnic for the Parish 

    14       KC Council Meeting   

 15,22      Brat and Burger sales at the church fields 

    28      Officer’s planning meeting 

    29      Brat and Burger sales at the church fields 

  

2021-2022  Council Officers 
Dan Falstad   Field Agent 

612 310-5254 

dan.falstad@kofc.org 

Here it is September already…and the summer is almost 

over. I hope that you were able to enjoy some rest and 

relaxation! 

I can't seem to pick up anything to read without finding 

articles about retirement. With so many baby boomers 

getting to that age I guess I should expect it. Articles tell me 

how to boost my retirement, how to save for retirement, 

how to use certain plans to have a successful retirement.  

Some of these articles talk about maximizing the money 

that I've saved, some talk about maximizing my govern-

ment benefits, some talk about how I can lower my taxes 

in retirement. Some articles talk about retirement without 

even retiring, they say keep on working or take on a new 

job in the gig economy.  Frankly, that doesn't seem like 

much of a retirement to me. 

Here are a few of my thoughts about retirement: 

1. I want to retire “to” something, not “from” something.  

Many believe that the rocking chair on the front porch 

kills retirees.   

2. “Begin with the end in sight.”   What do you want your 

retirement to look like?  What do you want to do, 

where do you want to go, how do you want to contin-

ue to contribute to your church, your council, and your 

community? 

3. Have goals and make a plan.  If you begin with the end 

in sight, now is the time you need to plan on how you 

will get to that end. 

I've talked to a number of members and their spouses late-

ly and retirement always comes up as a topic of conversa-

tion when we review their current situation. It doesn't 

seem to matter their age, from my daughter at 24 to mem-

bers in their 70’s that haven’t retired yet.  Let’s face it, the 

35 year old has a lot more time to plan.   

                                 (Continued on Next Page) 



Your next opportunity to join the Patriotic 
Degree of the Knights of Columbus be 
this fall on October 29-31, 2021 in  New 
Ulm. 

 

This is an excellent opportunity to involve 
your spouse in the social based, patriotic 
wing of the order.  

   Report of the Fourth Degree 

RECRUITING 
Have you asked a friend, acquaintance, or total stranger 
to join the Knights this week?  You should, and direct 
them to Knights.net to join us on-line.  Free first year 
dues have been extended through 2021.  They can en-
ter their personal information and use the code DFAL-
STAD to have their first year dues waived.  Have them 
use your member number or 2743823 as a referral num-
ber so we know they are interested in our council. 

Once they are an on-line member they can attend an in-
person or on-line exemplification ceremony to become 
members of the council of their choice.  Please direct 
them to MNKNIGHTS.ORG to register for a live video 
version of the exemplification almost every Wednesday 
evening at 8:00pm. 

Your council is cooking on Wednesday evenings 

throughout September.  The Knights will be selling 

hot dogs and brats to softball players at the fields 

next to the church to help us fundraise and maybe 

recruit new members.  We'll need about 5-6 guys 

each Wednesday to help grill and sell from about 6 

to 8 (depending on foot traffic) and talk about 

great things the Knights stand for.   

Call any of the officers if you are able to assist. 

For younger people time is an ally.  For the older member, time is 

no friend.  Less time to earn income, less time to cope with the 

vagaries of the economy, and topped out in earning power.  The 

closer one gets to the planned retirement age, the more important 

that a strategy be in place. 

That’s where I can help.  Our new financial needs analysis tool al-

lows me to plug in your personal information and let you see 

where you stand.  Are you accumulating enough funds to meet 

your retirement income goal?  Are there ways to make sure you’ll 

never run out of money in retirement? Is your money safe and 

secure, not following the whims of the market? 

Let’s get together and make sure you have a strategy to put you in 

the winner’s circle. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Dan Falstad 

KofC Field Agent 

612 310-5254 

 

Are you or your wife interested in bowl-

ing this year?  The KC’s bowl in a mixed 

senior league at Sundance Bowl in Maple 

Grove on Mondays beginning at 1:00pm. 

All skill levels welcome, call Tom Heltemes if you are 

interested.  League starts Monday, September 13th. 



Please keep in mind that your Knights of Columbus offers the Catholic difference for: 

Permanent Life Insurance     Term Life Insurance 

– Insure Your Life for Life     – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs 

Retirement Annuities      Disability Income Insurance 

– Income for the Rest of Your Life    – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury 

Long-Term Care Insurance     Financial Planning Advice 

– Protect Your Assets, Prepare for the Future     – Complementary Professional Advice 

Your Newsletter 

 Please forward articles, pictures, and sug-

gestions for changes  to the newsletter to 

Dan.  This is your newsletter and you can 

include whatever you wish. 

If you are interest-

ed in joining with 

your brother 

Knights next year 

on Lake of the 

Woods we plan to 

leave on June 12th.  

Please  contact 

John Jordan at 612 

719-3834 for details.  Cost is around $600 for a 4 day trip with 2 

days of fishing. 

  

All Catholic men and their families are invited to join the 

Knights of Columbus through the online Exemplification 

of Charity, Unity and Fraternity!  Men are invited to join 

the Order while their families may observe the lessons 

presented and appreciate who we Knights are and what 

we do.  Check with one of the officers to get the on-

demand invite for your friends and neighbors.  You can 

also advance to the third degree by signing up for this 

exemplification.  Go to MNKnights.org/About/

Ceremonials to sign up for a live or taped program. 

  

 

 

 

 

In 2019 the council approved funding an endowment 
for future charitable giving with the goal of being able 
to provide for the needs of the community even in the 
event of an inability to raise funds.  COVID pretty much 
exposed the need and rationale for this, even as it kept 
us from funding the account.  The earnings of this ac-
count will be dedicated to charitable giving each year, 
with the principal retained and invested with Knights of 
Columbus Asset Advisors. 

With COVID severely restricting our fundraising we are 
asking brother Knights if they would consider a dona-
tion to get this account funded.  We have two brother 
Knights who will match $100 for the first 10 brothers 
who make a donation of at least that amount, so we 
could get this funded rather quickly if you are willing 
and able to help. 

There are also members in the council who have desig-
nated this account as a beneficiary of their life or annui-
ty policies so the potential is great for this account to 
grow significantly and have a meaningful impact in the 
future if we can get it established. 

Please call or email Grand Knight Andy Fischer to make 
a pledge to this account.  We can get the money via 
check or Venmo.  And call your field agent Dan Falstad 
if you would like to designate this account as the bene-
ficiary of any of your Knights of Columbus financial 
products. 




